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Final Project Thesis and Graphical 
Outline: Concerns? 

 



Paper VII 
 

What is a thesis?  

What is plagiarism? 

Quotations and punctuation  

Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄÓȱ ÖÅÒÓÕÓ Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄȱ 

Ȱ%ÖÉÄÅÎÃÅÓȱ 

Introducing authors: First and subsequent times 



What Is A Thesis? 
 

Narrow Arguable Thesis  



What Is A Thesis? 
 

A thesis is narrow and specific enough to allow for a tight argument.  

Better: "Communism collapsed in Eastern Europe 
because of the ruling elite's inability to address 
the economic concerns of the people" 

Too general: "Communism collapsed in Europe 
due to societal discontent."  

Copyright 1999, Maxine Rodburg and The Tutors of the Writing Center at Harvard University  



What Is A Thesis? 
 

A thesis is a sentence with which others can disagree.  



What Is A Thesis? 
 "Communism collapsed in Eastern Europe." 

"The fall of communism is the best thing that ever happened in Europe 

Michael Dukakis lost the 1988 presidential election because he failed to campaign 
vigorously after the Democratic National Convention.  

While Dukakis' "soft-on-crime" image hurt his chances in the 1988 election, his 
failure to campaign vigorously after the Democratic National Convention bore a 
greater responsibility for his defeat.  

"While cultural forces contributed to the collapse of communism in Eastern 
Europe, the disintegration of economies played the key role in driving its decline" 

Copyright 1999, Maxine Rodburg and The Tutors of the Writing Center at Harvard University  



·Grounds for automatic failure of the class 

 

·Will ultimately ruin your academic career  

 

·)ÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÉÄÅÁÓȟ ÏÒ ÅÖÅÎ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 
structures without citing them in a footnote or bibliography  

 

·Extremely easy to spot, and you will be caught 

 

·Proper citation format will be reviewed in the next class  

 

· If you have any questions about whether you should cite something, 
EMAIL ME! 



Towards = British English  

 

Toward = American English 

  

 

Conclusion I: American English is more correct than 
British English.  

 

Conclusion II: Whichever  you choose, be consistent. 



Comma, period = ALWAYS inside quotation marks 

 

Colon, semicolon = Generally outside quotation marks 

 

Exclamation point, question mark = Depends 



ñEvidencesò is not a word.  



Brief Introduction: Who is this 
person (why do we care about what 

they say)?  
First mention: First and last name 

Subsequent mentions: LAST NAME 


